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2010 REGATTAVEREIN BRUNNEN





6mJI 2010 European Championships in Switzerland

Top sailors from one of the world’s most beautiful classes
of yacht will be meeting on Lake Lucerne

The best Six Series teams from Europe and the USA will be meeting from 22-28 July 2010 for the European Championships off Brunnen on Lake Lucerne. Days before, on 20 and 21 July 2010, the Int. Swiss Class Championship will be held at the same venue. 
The yachts of the 6mJI Class are one of the ‘flagships’ on the world’s regatta courses. Although some of the oldest boats have been around for 80 years and more, they still gleam today thanks to the elegance of their sleek hull, their stability and speed. Members of Europe’s royal houses have been and continue to be just as enthusiastic about them as the leading representatives from the ‘Who’s Who’ of yacht racing. For example, numerous crack sailors who take part in the America’s Cup are enthusiastic 6 series sailors.

Optimum framework conditions for exciting racing 

The organisation of the two major events will be the responsibility of the Regattaverein Brunnen (RVB), the International Six Meter Association (ISMA) and the Swiss 6mJI Association. Preparations for the major event are already in full swing. The RVB has years of experience in staging international regattas. The Epicentre for the 2010 European Championships will be the Fallenbach Marina outside Brunnen. It offers the participants an optimum infrastructure and is the starting point for the daily races which will be held on Lake Uri or the Gersau Basin depending upon the wind conditions. Fans of sailing have the unique opportunity here to experience close up the fascinating and exciting ‘hustle and bustle’ prior to and after a regatta.

Eventful programme for sailors and accompanying persons
The events are expected to attract approx. 35 6 Series yachts in the “Classic” and “Modern” categories from a total of eight European countries (German, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Holland, Switzerland and Sweden) as well as from the USA. Following the registration and measuring of the boats on the Thursday and Friday (22/23 July 2010) and after the first tune-up races, the event will be officially opened on the Friday evening with the celebratory Crew Dinner. Things then start in earnest from the Saturday up to and including the Tuesday (24-27 July 2010) with a total of twelve races being sailed. Up to three races per day can be started depending upon the weather conditions. On the Sunday evening crews and guests will be meeting for a tour with dinner on the “City of Lucerne”, the oldest and most beautiful steamer on Lake Lucerne. The 2010 6mJI Class European Championships will be officially closed on Tuesday 27 July 2010 with the prize giving ceremony.

A rule that changed the world of sailing

Attraction of the 6 series yachts is thanks to the so-called “International Rule”. This was created at the beginning of the last century with the aim of establishing a measurement rule for racing yachts which was to be universally applicable to all nations. At the same time these were intended to define standardised rules for regattas and right of way for competition racing.

In 1906 the leading functionaries of Europe’s most influential yacht racing associations sat around the ‘stewards’ desk’ in London for the inauguration of an “international racing association, the “International Yacht Racing Union” (IYRU)”. The participants agreed on the “metre formula” developed by the Copenhagen chemist and amateur designer Alfred Benzon which was to be applicable in most European yacht racing countries from 1908. The metre yachts were intended to be suitable both for fair racing as well as for longer voyages. At the end of their regatta careers the intention was for them to be easily converted into “healthy” cruiser yachts. The new rule represented a compromise between the previous formula for sail length and the measurement rules applicable at that time in England. Whilst up to this point in time the smaller classes for inland waters had been designed to be significantly lighter than those for coastal waters, the metre formula requires greater than normal dimensions like those of an ocean-going vessel even for the smallest classes. The formula was repeatedly slightly modified over the course of time. Today the 6, 8 and 12 m R Classes are amongst the most popular “international metre classes”. 

Further information: Alfred Fetscherin, Media Officer for the 2010 6 Series European Championships

Tel. ++41 44 392 17 17, info@fetscherin.ch 


The first International Rule
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L: means the length measured at a specific height above the flotation line applicable for all classes. B: the greatest width across the planks. G: the greatest chain-measurement (girth), i.e. the length from the upper edge of the gunwale to one side of the boat, measured with a tape measure, underneath the keel to the upper edge of the gunwale on the other side. d: the difference between the measure along outer skin, following the bulkhead and the straight chain-measurement as described above G. The difference in the „d“ measurement was penalized three times, because the aim was to prevent the unpopular fin keel and heavy boats. F: the freeboard as an arithmetical average from twice the freeboard, measured at the widest point, plus the two freeboards on the bow and stern end of the water line. S: the sail area as the sum of the main sail, top sail and foresail. 

Rating in meters








