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6mJI – One of the world’s most beautiful classes of yacht 
The yachts of the 6mJI Class are one of the ‘flagships’ on the world’s regatta courses. Although some of the oldest boats have been around for 80 years and more, they still gleam today thanks to the elegance of their sleek hull, their stability and speed. Members of Europe’s royal houses have been and continue to be just as enthusiastic about them as the leading representatives from the ‘Who’s Who’ of yacht racing. For example, numerous crack sailors who take part in the America’s Cup are enthusiastic 6mR series sailors. From 1908 to 1952 the 6 metre R yachts held Olympic Class status.

The attraction of the 6mR series yachts is thanks to the so-called “International Rule”. This was created at the beginning of the last century with the aim of establishing a measurement rule for racing yachts which was to be universally applicable to all nations. At the same time these were intended to define standardised rules for regattas and right of way for competition racing.
A rule that changed the world of sailing
In 1906 the leading functionaries of Europe’s most influential yacht racing associations sat around the ‘stewards’ desk’ in London for the inauguration of an “international racing association, the “International Yacht Racing Union” (IYRU)”. The participants agreed on the “metre formula” developed by the Copenhagen chemist and amateur designer Alfred Benzon which was to be applicable in most European yacht racing countries from 1908. The metre yachts were intended to be suitable both for fair racing as well as for longer voyages. At the end of their regatta careers the intention was for them to be easily converted into “healthy” cruiser yachts.
The new rule represented a compromise between the previous formula for sail length and the measurement rules applicable at that time in England. Whilst up to this point in time the smaller classes for inland waters had been designed to be significantly lighter than those for coastal waters, the metre formula requires greater than normal dimensions like those of an ocean-going vessel even for the smallest classes. In some cases the thickness of individual components was up to 30% more than had previously been the norm. The hope now was that the new formula would promote medium-depth yachts built with stability. However, the more that the designers learnt how to exploit the formula the more that extremely sleek boats with an extreme V-shape profile were ultimately created through the severe punishment of “B” and “d”. The lack of taxation of the sail area which led to boats with too much sail area proved to be another serious error. Even at low wind speeds the yachts leaned over 30-40 degrees pulling the gunwales through the water. The metre yachts were therefore the first version of the formula to only be really quick at low wind speeds. For this and other reasons the original formula was repeatedly slightly modified over the course of time. Today the most popular “international metre classes” are the 6, 8 and 12 m R Classes. 

Alfred Fetscherin

(Source: Klaus Kramer)




The first International Rule
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L: means the length measured at a specific height above the flotation line applicable for all classes. B: the greatest width across the planks. G: the greatest chain-measurement (girth), i.e. the length from the upper edge of the gunwale to one side of the boat, measured with a tape measure, underneath the keel to the upper edge of the gunwale on the other side. d: the difference between the measure along outer skin, following the bulkhead and the straight chain-measurement as described above G. The difference in the „d“ measurement was penalized three times, because the aim was to prevent the unpopular fin keel and heavy boats. F: the freeboard as an arithmetical average from twice the freeboard, measured at the widest point, plus the two freeboards on the bow and stern end of the water line. S: the sail area as the sum of the main sail, top sail and foresail. 

